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SAIGON, Nov. 1 — Presi- 
dent Thieu declared this 
evening that the South Viet- 
niamese government would 
not oppose the halt to the 
American bombing of North 
Vietnam, but still disagreed 
with Washington over the 
“purposes and possible con- 
sequences of this action,” 

In a 300-word statement 
issued almost 12 hours after 
his fellow countiymen 
learned of President John- 
son’s action by radio, Presi- 
dent Thieu apparently 
sought both to 'avoid a rift 
with the United States and 



to calm the angrier hawks 
in Saigon. 

Most Saigon politicians ap; 
peared to be waiting for 
Thieu’s scheduled speech be- 
fore the National Assembly 
Saturday. U.S. spokesman, 
as usual, . declined public 
comment but several key 
Americans expressed hope 
that tonight’s statement had 
soothed the situation. 

Tonight, Thieu left un- 
mentioned the hottest politi- 
cal 'issue raised — and ap- 
parently decided — in Mr. 
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Johnson’s surprise speedh: 
i the participation and de 

i facto U.S. recogniti'on of the 

i ■ ■ National Liberation Front, at 
the Paris talks next Wednes- 
day which, President John- 
son said, the Saigon govern- 
ment “is free to 'attend.” 
Discussion of Risks 

In, his statements, Thieu 
focused on hazier matter, 
the, possible military risks 
Involved in en^ng the 
bombing. He proniised “pre- 
ventive measures,” under- 
taken with South Vietnam’s 
allies, to avert any exploita- 
tion by Hanoi of the 'bomb- 
ing halt. 

The '4'5-year-old President 
did not repeat .the word 
“unilateral” which he used 
to describe President John- ^ 
son’s decision in a curt com- 
munique Friday morning. 

Instead, apparently refer- 
ring to tire exhaustive round 
of tallks with U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Ellsworth Bunker, Thieu 
said tonight: 

“During the past few 
weeks, the government of 
Vietnam and the United ■ 
States Government have ex- 
changed their views arid 
have had thorough discus- 
sions on the question of a 
bombing halt as well as the 
purpose and possible conse- ■ 
quenees of this action so as 
to have common agreement 
with the United States Gov- 
ernment on this matter.” 






Agree to Disagree 

In short, in the opinion of 
most observers, Thieu and 
the ', U.S., sit best, have 
agreed to disagree on the 
bom'bing halt and .what was 
to follow. 

Ambassador Bunker is- 
sued a soothing statement of 
his own this afternoon, de- 
scribing President Johnsdn’S 
“sincere initiative in this 
, search for peace,” and 
stressing the “common 
struggle.” Said the Ambassa- 
■dbr: “There should be no 
doubt about the firm sup- 
pbrt of my Government for 
the Republic of Vietnam, its 
government and people.” 

But as he faced some im- 
ponderables, Thieu, whose 
i political' acumen has gained 
U.S. respect, had some 
'gains. A day’s feverish diplo- 
macy had reportedly won 
him the support of South 
Vietnam’s Thai and South 
Korean allies. Nationalist 
'China, which has no troops 
in Vietnam, was sympa- 
thetic. Thieu had shown 
himself capable once again 
of “standing up to the Amer- 
icans,” although .the well-dr- 
ganized militant Catholics 
Were threatening deirionstra- 
tioris oyer what they called 
the American “betrayal.” 

Given Support ' 

Until' this evening at least, 
Thieu also reportedly had the 
! full backingl of his associates 
; for a hard line aigainst recog- 
nition of the Vietcomg as an 
“separate entity” frond Hanoi, 
and 'against easy terms for de- 
escalation by Hanoi. 

Officials close to Thieu and 
Vice President Ky, one of 
South Vietnam’s leading 
hawks, tonight voiced consid- 
erable bitterness over what 
they considered Mr. Johnson’s 
high-handedness. 

According to their account 
of .'the ■ hectic negoti'ations, 
'President Johnson, in effect, 
> 'declared on his own in his 
k speech ■what he had proposed 
' three weeks .ago, should be 
done as a joint U.S.-South 
Vietnam comimunique: the an- 
nouncement of a bomb halt. 

The joint la'pproach, these 
sources went on, was rejected 
by Th'ieu .and his-'aides. Thieu 
on Oct. 19 broke silence to re- 
affirm Saigon’s conditions for 
a bombii^g halt: full participa- 
"tion 'and a leading role for Sai- 
gon in any peace talks, precise 
prior notice from Hanoi on 




her plans for de-escalation, 
and no official participation 
by the National Liberation 
Front at Paris except, possi- 
bly, as incognito members of 
the Hanoi delegation. 

Unacceptable to Hanoi 

(U.S. sources have long held 
these conditions were unac-; 
ceptable to Hanoi, which has 
yet to recognize officially the 
Saigon government and which 
has long insisted on U.S. rec- 
ognition of the NLF. Saigon 
and Hanoi, U.S. sources said, 
were .equally stubborn.) 

According to the South Viet- 
namese sources, after Bunker 
conveyed Theiu’s refusal to ac- 
cept the first joint commu- 
nique, negotiations began on a 
second version. Bunker con- 
veyed the word from Washing- 
ton that Hanoi was giving 
solid assurances at Paris to 
Chief U.S. negotiator W. Aver- 
ill Harriman that there would 
be a military de-escalation, 
that the sanctity of the DMZ 
would be restored and that 
there would be an end to at- 
tacks on the cities. 

The complexities of seating 
a Saigon delegation and the 
NLF’s role, the Americans 
said, were mere details that 
could easily be arranged; time 
was of the essence. 

Early this week, according 




to the South Vietnamese 
sources, Thieu and Ky and 
Premier Tra Van Huong were 
all set to sign a second draft 
of a joint communique, when 
dismaying news came from 
Paris. Ambassador Pham 
Dang Lam, head of the South 
Vietnamese observer team, 
there, reported that Harriman, 
usually uncommunicative, had 
told him that Hanoi could not 
be forced to accept Saigon’s 
conditions, notably the de- 
mand for precise assurances 
of de-escalation. 

Draft Rejected 

Thieu told Bunker that 
due to misunderstanding or 
misinterpretation of Hanoi’s 
real assurances, the second 
draft of the joint commu- 
nique would need more dis- 
cussion. 

Thieu, again according to 
the South Vietnamese 



sources, tried to minimize 
the problem, in public as in 
private, even as he reaf- 
firmed his stand in talks 
with newsmen Thursday 
morning. He still hoped for 
a way out satisfactory to 
both sides. Eidiaustive dis- 
cussions with Bunker and 
Deputy Ambassador Samuel 
Berger ensued. 

Thursday night, after a 
National Day speech empha- 
sizing unity and prepared- 
ness for “the struggle for 
peace,” Thieu met with Ky, 
Huong and other top leaders 
to discuss the proposed 
bombing halt. About 9 p.m., 
according to these sources, 
word came to Independence 
Palace from the U.S. Em- 
bassy that President John- 
son had decided to an- 
nounce the bombing halt 12 
hours later. 

Thieu invited Bunker and 



Berger over at 10:30 p.m., 
these sources said, for a 
final effort to iron out- a 
joint announcement. Ky and 
Foreign Minister Tran 
Chanh Thanh were also 
present. 

The meeting occurred an 
hour after a scattered salvo 
of Vietcong rockets hit Sai- 
gon. Bunker and Thieu re- 
portedly agreed that any rift 
between the two allies 
would be tragic. Ky offered 
a solution: just stop the 
bombing unconditionally to 
test Hanoi’s intentions, and 
leave the complicated ques- 
tion of the Paris talks until 
later instead of lumping ev- 
erything together in one ill- 
defined package. Bunker, on 
instruction from Washing- 
ton, could not agree. 

The South Vietnamese re- 
sented the U.S. pressure for 
speed. Tempers flared after 



so many sleepless nights. 
Thieu at one point, after 
hearing the Americans 
argue that the North Viet- 
namese would demur on & 
certain point, declared: “Are 
you representing Hanoi, or 
Washington?” 

But Thieu, otherwise re- 
mained calm, as reportedly 
did Ky, who controlled his 
own noted temper. But noth- 
ing could be worked out, 
even at the price of another 
sleepless night. The two 
sides parted, agreeing only 
to disagree. Some of Thieu’s 
associates muttered “be- 
trayal” and “sellout.” Thieu 
and Ky <Md not. 

Friday' morning, after the 
Vietcong ’s last-minute, 
rocket attack on Saigon 
which killed 21 Vietnamese 
and wounded over 80, Thieu 
made clear his disassocia- 
tion from Johnson’s “unilat- 
eral decision.” 



